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Metadata

These reference tables contain statistics of the total population in British Isles and the four countries in the EU that have 
the largest population. Here we also compare the projections made for these countries in 2017 and 2019. The graph 
besides each table shows the total population of that year, and the absolute change over time. The x-axis is the absolute 
change while the y-axis is the total population. Each circle represents a certain year.

For all the five countries analysed here, the projections have been revised downward in 2019.
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Total human population, with projections from 2017 UN report, British Isles, 1-2100, (million people)

Source: Angus Maddison time series to 1950; then UN world population prospects 2017 onwards - central projection, https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/; 25 June 2019
Note: British Isles include the UK and Ireland
Frequency: Varied, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (million people) Total (million people) Label
1 0.00 0.807
1000 0.00 2.017 1000
1500 0.01 3.975 1500
1600 0.02 6.221 1600
1700 0.03 8.636 1700
1750 0.07 10.269 1750
1801 0.13 15.965 1801
1811 0.29 18.039 1811
1820 0.35 21.415 1820
1825 0.29 22.886
1830 0.28 24.339 1830
1835 0.26 25.663
1840 0.26 26.966 1840
1845 0.26 28.272  
1846 0.04 28.506 1846
1847 -0.30 28.351  
1848 -0.35 27.912 1848
1849 -0.25 27.656  
1850 -0.24 27.406 1850
1851 -0.05 27.168  
1852 0.15 27.300 1852
1853 0.19 27.473
1854 0.23 27.673
1855 0.24 27.926
1860 0.24 29.127 1860
1865 0.25 30.338
1870 0.28 31.660 1870
1875 0.32 33.111
1880 0.32 34.909 1880
1885 0.29 36.313
1890 0.32 37.795 1890
1895 0.37 39.545
1900 0.38 41.495 1900
1905 0.38 43.336
1910 0.38 45.287 1910
1911 0.26 45.642
1912 0.19 45.802  
1913 0.31 46.027
1914 0.35 46.430
1915 0.23 46.723
1916 0.14 46.899 1916
1917 0.03 47.000 1917
1918 -0.04 46.960 1918
1919 0.12 46.919
1920 0.25 47.208 1920
1925 0.20 48.441
1930 0.18 49.197 1930
1935 0.24 50.251
1940 0.23 51.607 1940
1941 0.09 51.633
1942 0.27 51.788
1943 0.30 52.163
1944 0.20 52.390
1945 0.11 52.565 1945
1946 0.18 52.606
1947 0.42 52.927 1947
1948 0.40 53.437
1949 0.05 53.734
1950 0.05 53.529 1950
1955 0.17 54.023
1960 0.31 55.255 1960
1965 0.33 57.163 1965
1970 0.22 58.585 1970
1975 0.11 59.396
1980 0.06 59.700 1980
1985 0.11 60.031
1990 0.16 60.753 1990
1995 0.20 61.630
2000 0.24 62.800 2000
2001 0.26 63.059
2002 0.29 63.325
2003 0.34 63.630 2003
2004 0.43 64.013 2004
2005 0.55 64.500
2006 0.66 65.106
2007 0.73 65.813  
2008 0.74 66.566 2008
2009 0.68 67.291 2009
2010 0.47 67.934 2010
2015 0.43 70.097 2015
2020 0.40 72.222 2020
2025 0.36 74.138
2030 0.31 75.799 2030
2035 0.29 77.272
2040 0.27 78.656 2040
2045 0.25 79.979
2050 0.22 81.183 2050
2055 0.17 82.164
2060 0.14 82.927 2060
2070 0.13 84.264 2070
2080 0.11 85.534 2080
2090 0.09 86.561 2090
2100 0.07 87.364 2100
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Absolute change: increase per year (millions)

British Isles total human population, with UN 2017 projections, year 1 to year 2100 

The rate of population acceleration 
was growing rapidly around 1801 
when a pamflet by Malthus became 
popular. The population reached 10 
million by 1750, 16 million by 1801 
and climbed to well over 20 million by 
1820. 

Although earlier events such as the 
black death of 1348/49 were 
devastating, population records are not 
good enough to be included here. Had 
they been the  record shown here would 
appear far more chaotic before 1700 
than after that year.

British Isles population accelerated upwards 
from the recession of the 1980s. The 
population reached 60 million in 1985, slowed a 
little around the year 2000, but then benefitted 
from net immigration from Eastern Europe from 
2003 onwards.

The 2008 financial crash was, in very recent 
hindsight, a major turning point in the demographic 
history of the Isles.

The mid 1960s baby 
boom was partly an 
echo of the 1946/47 
boom, itself brought 
about by world war that 
saw wild flucations, but 
not overall population 
falls, as occured by the 
end of World War One 
along with net 
emmigration. 

By 2095 the total population of Britain and Ireland is 
expected to reach 87 million, growing then by only 
82,000 people a year, and with that rate of growth 
slowing down itself, but less rapidly than in the 2050s.

After the devistating effects of the famine 
in Ireland in the late 1840s population 
rose steadily, reaching 30 million in 1864 
and 40 milion in 1897. The rate of 
acceleration was very slow at this time. 
The condom was made popular by the 
Besant-Bradlaugh trial of 1877 after which 
a short period of deceleration began. In all 
these years, emmigration was far greater 
than immigration, but the birth rates out-
stripped that loss.
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Total human population, with projections from 2019 UN report, British Isles, 1-2100, (million people)

Source: Angus Maddison time series to 1950; then UN world population prospects 2019 onwards - central projection, https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/; 25 June 2019
Note: British Isles include the UK and Ireland
Frequency: Varied, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (million people) Total (million people) Label
1 0.00 0.807
1000 0.00 2.017 1000
1500 0.01 3.975 1500
1600 0.02 6.221 1600
1700 0.03 8.636 1700
1750 0.07 10.269 1750
1801 0.13 15.965 1801
1811 0.29 18.039 1811
1820 0.35 21.415 1820
1825 0.29 22.886
1830 0.28 24.339 1830
1835 0.26 25.663
1840 0.26 26.966 1840
1845 0.26 28.272  
1846 0.04 28.506 1846
1847 -0.30 28.351  
1848 -0.35 27.912 1848
1849 -0.25 27.656  
1850 -0.24 27.406 1850
1851 -0.05 27.168  
1852 0.15 27.300 1852
1853 0.19 27.473
1854 0.23 27.673
1855 0.24 27.926
1860 0.24 29.127 1860
1865 0.25 30.338
1870 0.28 31.660 1870
1875 0.32 33.111
1880 0.32 34.909 1880
1885 0.29 36.313
1890 0.32 37.795 1890
1895 0.37 39.545
1900 0.38 41.495 1900
1905 0.38 43.336
1910 0.38 45.287 1910
1911 0.26 45.642
1912 0.19 45.802  
1913 0.31 46.027
1914 0.35 46.430
1915 0.23 46.723
1916 0.14 46.899 1916
1917 0.03 47.000 1917
1918 -0.04 46.960 1918
1919 0.12 46.919
1920 0.25 47.208 1920
1925 0.20 48.441
1930 0.18 49.197 1930
1935 0.24 50.251
1940 0.23 51.607 1940
1941 0.09 51.633
1942 0.27 51.788
1943 0.30 52.163
1944 0.20 52.390
1945 0.11 52.565 1945
1946 0.18 52.606
1947 0.42 52.927 1947
1948 0.40 53.437
1949 0.05 53.734
1950 0.05 53.529 1950
1955 0.17 54.023
1960 0.31 55.255 1960
1965 0.33 57.163 1965
1970 0.22 58.585 1970
1975 0.11 59.396
1980 0.06 59.700 1980
1985 0.11 60.031
1990 0.16 60.753 1990
1995 0.20 61.630
2000 0.24 62.800 2000
2001 0.26 63.059
2002 0.29 63.325
2003 0.34 63.630 2003
2004 0.43 64.013 2004
2005 0.55 64.500
2006 0.66 65.106
2007 0.73 65.813  
2008 0.74 66.566 2008
2009 0.68 67.291 2009
2010 0.47 67.934 2010
2015 0.49 70.097 2015
2020 0.43 72.824 2020
2025 0.29 74.383
2030 0.25 75.734 2030
2035 0.22 76.921
2040 0.20 77.976 2040
2045 0.18 78.942
2050 0.14 79.760 2050
2055 0.10 80.367
2060 0.08 80.799 2060
2070 0.07 81.525
2080 0.07 82.233
2090 0.08 82.938
2100 0.08 83.738 2100
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Absolute change: increase per year (millions)

British Isles total human population, with UN 2019 projections, 1-2100 

In 2019 UN report, the 
population in British Isles has 
been revised downward. The 
slowndown is now projected 
to be faster, such that in 2050 
it will reach 80 million rather 
than 81 million as it was 
projected, and in 2100 it will 
reach 84 million rather than 87 
million as it was projected.
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Total human population, with projections from 2019 UN report, Germany, 1-2100, (million people)

Source: Angus Maddison time series to 1950, then UN world population prospects 2019 onwards - central projection, https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/; 25 June 2019
Frequency: Varied, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (million people) Total (million people) Label
1 0.00 3.070 1
1000 0.01 3.581
1500 0.02 12.279 1500
1600 0.02 16.372 1600
1700 0.04 15.349 1700
1820 0.10 25.485 1820
1830 0.32 28.698 1830
1840 0.29 31.850 1840
1850 0.25 34.531 1850
1860 0.28 36.888 1860
1870 0.38 40.144 1870
1880 0.43 44.512 1880
1890 0.56 48.715 1890
1900 0.78 55.654 1900
1910 0.33 64.347 1910
1920 0.11 62.311 1920
1930 0.46 66.599 1930
1940 0.17 71.460 1940
1950 0.01 69.966 1950
1955 0.34 71.537 1955
1960 0.47 73.414 1960
1965 0.52 76.258 1965
1970 0.26 78.578 1970
1975 -0.03 78.856 1975
1980 -0.12 78.283 1980
1985 0.08 77.692 1985
1990 0.34 79.054 1990
1995 0.23 81.139 1995
2000 0.05 81.401 2000
2005 -0.06 81.603 2005
2010 0.02 80.827 2010
2015 0.30 81.787 2015
2020 0.17 83.784 2020
2025 -0.06 83.515
2030 -0.09 83.136 2030
2035 -0.11 82.650
2040 -0.15 82.004 2040
2045 -0.19 81.148
2050 -0.21 80.104 2050
2055 -0.21 78.999
2060 -0.19 77.962 2060
2065 -0.15 77.116
2070 -0.11 76.467 2070
2080 -0.08 75.402 2080
2090 -0.03 74.770 2090
2100 0.02 74.741 2100
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Absolute change: increase per year (millions)

Germany total human population, with UN 2019 projections, 1-2100 

The projections 
made in 2019 are 
approximately the 
same as those made 
in 2017 before 2050. 
The gap is only 0.9 
mllion, both are 
around 80 million 
people. But now the 
projections are 
higher than those 
made in 2017 after 
2050. It is now 
believed that the 
population will 
decline at a slower 
rate, such that in 
2100 the population 
will reach 75 million, 
instead of 79 million 
which was made in 
2017.
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Total human population, with projections from 2019 UN report, France, 1-2100, (million people)

Source: Angus Maddison time series to 1950, then UN world population prospects 2019 onwards - central projection, https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/; 25 June 2019
Frequency: Varied, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (million people) Total (million people) Label
1 0.00 4.920 1
1000 0.01 6.395 1000
1500 0.02 14.759 1500
1600 0.03 18.202 1600
1700 0.06 21.126 1700
1820 0.09 30.747 1820
1830 0.18 32.764 1830
1840 0.15 34.338
1850 0.12 35.765
1860 0.10 36.700
1870 0.09 37.821
1880 0.08 38.417
1890 0.08 39.370
1900 0.06 39.945 1900
1910 -0.08 40.561 1910
1920 0.02 38.372 1920
1930 0.10 40.940 1930
1940 0.04 40.340 1940
1950 0.20 41.834 1950
1955 0.38 43.411 1955
1960 0.53 45.673 1960
1965 0.51 48.747 1965
1970 0.39 50.764 1970
1975 0.31 52.689 1975
1980 0.26 53.868 1980
1985 0.28 55.255 1985
1990 0.25 56.667 1990
1995 0.23 57.802 1995
2000 0.33 59.015 2000
2005 0.39 61.120 2005
2010 0.33 62.880 2010
2015 0.24 64.453
2020 0.16 65.274 2020
2025 0.14 66.051
2030 0.12 66.696 2030
2035 0.09 67.229
2040 0.04 67.571 2040
2045 0.00 67.677
2050 -0.03 67.587 2050
2055 -0.05 67.368
2060 -0.06 67.083 2060
2065 -0.05 66.807
2070 -0.03 66.596
2080 -0.03 66.295
2090 -0.04 65.938
2100 -0.05 65.498 2100
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Absolute change: increase per year (millions)

France total human population, with UN 2019 projections, 1-2100

In 2019, UN has revised the projection that was made in 2017. 
The slowdown is now projected to be larger than it was projected 
before. Now it is projected that by 2050, population in France 
would only reach 68 million, which is lower than the previous 
estimation which is 71 million, a gap of 3 million!

In 2019, population in 
France is projected to be 
66 million in 2100, which 
is lower than the 
previous estimation 
which is 75 million, a gap 
of 9 million!
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Total human population, with projections from 2019 UN report, Italy, 1-2100, (million people)

Source: Angus Maddison time series to 1950, then UN world population prospects 2019 onwards - central projection, https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/; 25 June 2019
Frequency: Varied, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (million people) Total (million people) Label
1 0.00 7.914 1
1000 0.00 4.946 1000
1500 0.01 10.387 1500
1600 0.01 12.959 1600
1700 0.03 13.157 1700
1820 0.06 19.959 1820
1830 0.14 21.282 1830
1840 0.15 22.692
1850 0.16 24.197
1860 0.17 25.801
1870 0.17 27.588
1880 0.19 29.216
1890 0.20 31.361
1900 0.24 33.310 1900
1910 0.18 36.179 1910
1920 0.21 36.996 1920
1930 0.34 40.352 1930
1940 0.31 43.864 1940
1950 0.30 46.599 1950
1955 0.31 48.336 1955
1960 0.33 49.700 1960
1965 0.38 51.677 1965
1970 0.36 53.519 1970
1975 0.28 55.265 1975
1980 0.17 56.349 1980
1985 0.07 56.937 1985
1990 0.02 57.048 1990
1995 -0.04 57.174 1995
2000 0.11 56.692 2000
2005 0.26 58.281 2005
2010 0.23 59.325 2010
2015 0.11 60.578 2015
2020 -0.10 60.462 2020
2030 -0.17 59.031 2030
2040 -0.23 57.160 2040
2050 -0.33 54.382 2050
2060 -0.38 50.557 2060
2070 -0.32 46.815 2070
2080 -0.24 44.094 2080
2090 -0.21 41.947 2090
2100 -0.17 39.993 2100
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Absolute change: increase per year (millions)

Italy total human population, with UN 2019 projections, year 1 to year 2100 

Just like Germany, the 
projections made in 2019 are 
approximately the same as 
those made in 2017 before 
2050. The gap is only 0.7 
mllion, both are around 55 
million people. 

But the projections are 
lower than those made in 
2017 after 2050. It is now 
believed that the population 
will decline at a faster rate, 
such that in 2100 the 
population will only be 40 
million, instead of 48 million 
which was made in 2017.
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Total human population, with projections from 2019 UN report, Spain, 1-2100, (million people)

Source: Angus Maddison time series to 1950, then UN world population prospects 2019 onwards - central projection, https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/; 25 June 2019
Frequency: Varied, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (million people) Total (million people) Label
1 0.00 3.750 1
1000 0.00 4.000 1000
1500 0.01 6.800 1500
1600 0.01 8.240 1600
1700 0.02 8.770 1700
1820 0.03 12.203 1820
1830 0.09 13.041
1840 0.09 13.937
1850 0.09 14.894
1860 0.07 15.642
1870 0.06 16.201
1880 0.08 16.859
1890 0.09 17.757
1900 0.11 18.566 1900
1910 0.13 19.858 1910
1920 0.18 21.232 1920
1930 0.23 23.445 1930
1940 0.23 25.757 1940
1950 0.22 28.070 1950
1955 0.23 29.048 1955
1960 0.31 30.402 1960
1965 0.35 32.146 1965
1970 0.37 33.884 1970
1975 0.38 35.879 1975
1980 0.29 37.698 1980
1985 0.15 38.734 1985
1990 0.11 39.203 1990
1995 0.16 39.787 1995
2000 0.42 40.825 2000
2005 0.61 44.019 2005
2010 0.27 46.931 2010
2015 -0.02 46.672
2020 -0.03 46.755 2020
2030 -0.08 46.230 2030
2040 -0.13 45.225 2040
2050 -0.21 43.637 2050
2060 -0.28 41.046 2060
2070 -0.27 38.027 2070
2080 -0.18 35.720 2080
2090 -0.13 34.389 2090
2100 -0.07 33.210 2100
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Absolute change: increase per year (millions)

Spain total human population, with UN 2019 projections, year 1 to year 2100 

Just like Germany, the 
projections made in 2019 are 
approximately the same as 
those made in 2017 before 
2050. The gap is only 0.7 mllion, 
both are around 55 million 
people. 
But the projections are lower 
than those made in 2017 after 
2050. It is now believed that the 
population will decline at a faster 
rate, such that in 2100 the 
population will only be 33 million, 
instead of 36 million which was 
made in 2017.


